
 

Flute 

The flute is the highest 

pitched woodwind 

instrument, and has a light, 

feathery tone. Listen to Sir 

James Galway and Jeanne 

Baxtresser. 

 

Oboe 

The oboe plays mostly high 

pitches with a unique tone 

produced by the double reed.

Listen to Heinz Holliger and 

Ariana Ghez. 

 

Clarinet 

The clarinet plays a wide range 

of pitches with a full, round 

tone. Listen to Richard 

Stoltzman and Sabine Meyer.

 

 

Saxophone 

The saxophone plays 

middle range pitches with 

a bright brassy sound. 

Listen to John Coltrane 

and Charlie Parker.
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Trumpet 

The trumpet is the 

highest pitched 

brass instrument 

and has a bright, 

brassy tone. Listen to 

Wynton Marsalis and 

Maurice Andre. 

 

 

French horn 

The French horn plays 

middle range pitches 

with a mellow, brassy 

tone. Listen to 

Hermann Baumann and 

Marie-Luise Neunecker

 

 

Trombone 

The trombone 

plays middle to 

low pitches with a 

bright, brassy 

tone. Listen to  

Glenn Miller and 

Joseph Alessi. 
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